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m a remote station, with a laboratory and instruments of his own, working steadily, with no sympathetic colleague to encourage him, doing his duty as best he could, not with eye-service, but from devotion to the cause of suffering humanity. The Civil Surgeon has his reward Not only is there intense interest m his professional woik; but he wins, more fully than perhaps any other, the love of his fellow-men His help comes when we need it most, and we cannot forget it
The Forest Officer has a delightful sphere of activity For myself, I have enjoyed no part of life in India more than the life in the jungles. Natuie is so rich and beautiful The air is generally so cool and fresh The people are so simple and primitive I do not wonder at the love of his piofession which I have seen in almost every Forest Officer I have known I shall never forget the pleasure it was to have a short tour through his forests with Colonel Doveton, the first Conservator, with whom I was well acquainted It was amusing to see his indignation when a tree, in the forest or out of it, was ruthlessly lopped, or prematurely cut down It was the cruelty of the deed that galled him The tree was to him a living thing, whose beauty had been marred or limbs injured by the pitiless act of a wicked or thoughtless person. He lived in the forests for months together , he knew the trees individually, and watched them with kindly interest; he knew the wild beasts, and could lead you to them without fail, and, more than all, he understood the simple forest folk, and could get work out of them as no other could, for they trusted him and regarded him with respectful affection.
The one thing that the Forest Officer generally has especially to guard against is the danger of not giving adequate consideration to the requirements of the neighbouring villages m regard to jungle produce. He seldom knows these villages as he knows the forests ; but the best Forest Officers do what they can to acquire the necessary knowledge, and the Revenue officer will help to keep them mindful of this part of their duty.
It would be a strange thing if I were to forget my years of